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NYPIRG’s Two Percent Doctrine

By Nick Reisman 
October 7, 2011 at 9:40 am
A New York Public Interest Research Group report issued this morning found that new boundaries for state legislative districts can be drawn with little discrepancies in population, a finding that’s aimed at the heart of how lines are drawn to insulate incumbents.

Essentially, the good-government argues in the study that districts can be drawn with as low as a 2 percent deviation in population.

Both Senate and Assembly districts have grown with wildly disparate population counts over the last several rounds of redistricting.

“As legislators and staff have gotten more skilled at using modern mapping technology to protect their conferences, they have learned how to manipulate population totals to better advance their self-interest,” NYPIRG writes in the report.
The group also disputes the assertions made by some lawmakers that the lines are being drawn with varying population differences in order to comply with the Voting Rights Act and constitution.

This claim does not withstand scrutiny. First, the charts appearing above illustrate that the 1984 and 1992 lines were drawn with minimum deviation while complying with the Voting Rights Act. Further, in the 2002 lines, there is no correlation between district size and demographic makeup.
LATFOR, the lawmaker-run panel that is charged with redrawing lines for state and federal offices, is facing more scrutiny than it has in past redistricting rounds.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who wants an independent commission to do the work, has said he would veto unfair lines, but did open the door to some sort of compromise.

And eight upstate Senate Republicans are challenging a law that would count prisoners as residents of their last known address, not the facilities they reside in — a move designed to shift population to the downstate region. LATFOR is currently following that law, passed when Democrats controlled the Senate.

NYPIRG Population Deviation
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